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REPLY T0 KRUCER
England Will Not Recog-
nize Independence,

—_——,

SIMILAR ANSWER TO STEYN

Roberts May Not Reach
Bloemfontein Today.

FRENCEMEETS OPPOSITION

——

Reinforcements Sent to His Position

at the Front.

_— .-

THE SITUATION ELSEWHERE

LONDON, March 13, 4:47 pm—In the
Bouse of lords todey the premier, Lord
EBallsbury, read the British government's
reply to Presidents Kruger and Steyn. The
concluding sentence i3 as follows:

“Her majesty’s government can only an-
swer your honors” telegram by saying it Is
not prepared to assent to the independence
of elther the South African republic or the
Orange Free State™

ROBERTS MEETS OPPOSITION,

May Not Be Able to Take Bloemfon-
tein Today.

LONDOXN,. March 1%.—Lord Roberts tele-
graphs from Vente Viei, at
thiz morning, as follows:

“I directedt General French, if there were

i the raliway station at Bloem-
the rolling stoeck

5120 o'cluck

report from him
U 1 i h'l\li
> 1o the

nd Eloem-

1 has bheen

line leading northward

has been cut and the radiway broken up
“I am now starting with the 3d Cavalry
Brigade, which 1 ecalled up frem the Tth

ivision near Petrusherg, ¢
infaniry, to reinforce the yalry division.
The rest of the Alvision will follow as
quickly as possible.”

The war office has received the following
dispuich from Llord Roberts ut
Viel, dat March 12, 930 pom.;:

“Our march was again unopposed. We
are now about cighteen miles from Bloem-
fentein. The cavilry division 12 astrlde the

1l the mounted

Venters

raflway six s south of Bloemfontein.
There were men woeunded and about
; Or 2@V were kitled or are missing,

I.- Umphkoly hs of fils wounds,
Lieut. Pratt of ‘giment was
wounded seve as a
rwing to the

eely used by

IMSTRESS AT MAFERING.

Garrizon Rednced to Horse Flesh—
Nntives Are Starving.

. March 1%—A

Mafeking,

LOXN Dy

it that place were then feel-
the stress of the sisge. They
were reduced to the use of horseflesh and
bread made from horse forage, while the
water was parasitically contaminated., Ty-
rhold, dysentery and diphtheria were epi-
demie, but it was Impossible to f=2olate the
vietima. The sufferings of the women and
children were terrible, and there wers
deaths In the women's laager dally. The
mative population was starving.

The milltary operations wers progressing
favorably. They had been extended to the
brickficlds, whenee the enemy had been
completely expelled.

HAD & HARD FIGHT.

Boers Made Sharp Opposition to Rol-
eris Last Sunday.

DRIEFONTEIN, Orange Free State, Sun-
Jay, March 11.—Gen. Roberts' advance yeu-
terday across the scorching plains from
Poplar Grove to this place was marked by
the most severe engagement since crossing
the Modder river. The Boers stubbornly
contested every foot of ground, only flesing
it Jdusk, when Lonl Roberts threw most of
his troops against the centér of their weak-
enad

At the polnt where Col. Broadwood turned
the Boer left he found himself under the
fire of thelr nine-pounder. The Boers, how-
eyer, u]_llm.ﬂ--ly hoisted the white flag.
When Col. Broadwood advanced he was
surprised to find the Boers had taken ad-
vantage of the cessation of fire to escape in
the darkness. The Transvaal prisoners

showed they were entirely - 3
Lord Roberts’ tactics, il L
A Free Stater whose house Fresldent
Kruger occupied during the Boer flight
from Osfontein sald he complained to the
President about the depredations of the
;‘l;::a\ aalers, whereupon tbe President re-

“No wonder we are beaten. The burghers
entered into J:e wWar to ﬂg]l‘lu for a right-
€0US Ccuuse, t now they have developed
into horse and cattle stealers.” =

tien. Joubert at Glencoe.

LADYSMITH, Morday, March 12.—The
main body of the enemy is in position at
Biggarsberg. Gen. Joubert Is at Glencoe.
'l'!ww.t is h;umn 1o believe that few Boers
are a ndee, though the pla
: place is well

Gen. White RHeaches Durban,

DURBAN, Monday, March 12.—Gen, Sir
George Stewart White bas arriveq here
and embarked upon a tramsport for cast
London.

FRENCH VIEW ON MEBDIATION.

Only Offcrs From Germany or Americon
Would Availl,

PARIS, March 11—A representative of

the Associated Press has secured from a

responsible mouthplece of the French gov-

el
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From Piluter's ‘ok.
Money spent in continue
ous advertising in the daily
press draws interest that is E;._

compounded daily.

ernment  the following exposition of
France's attitnde in the matter of inter-
vention in the Anglo-Transvaal war; which,
it is =ald, has been solicited by I"r?.-d!_h-nt
Kruger. The official in question said:
“We believe it i.rme- the Transvaal has
sent g request to the powers for their inter-
vention, though up to tals morning Presi-
dent Kruger'a message has not reached us.
As far as France s concerned she cer-
tainly wiil not take the initiative in offering
England mediation, nor will Russia, for
the dual allance is naturally working to-
gether in this question.. We feel that in
the present excited state of public feeling
in England, and especially as regards our-
selves, any step taken by the French gov-
ernment would defeat its own objeet and
lnstead of opening & way to honeorable
peace would aect as ofl on flames and
probably only create fresh complications,
We consider that overtures for mediation
can emanate frem some power whose cor-
dial relations with England prevent such
a =uggestion being construed as an un-
friendly act. The Emperor of Germany, for
instance, might take the inlative, or Presi-
dent MceKinley, without fear of creating
the friction which stands in the way of
any such action on our part, and after this
Is done full reliance can be placed on the
unqualified support of France and Russia,
whose only desire is to see the end of the
bloodshed and who are eager to lend tnoir
good offices in bringmg about this end.

i ———
DECISION IN HARPER BROS." CASE.

Application to Have Them Declared
PFankrupt is Denied.

NEW YORK. March 13.—In the matter
of” Alber: Smith et al., to have Harper &
Brothers adjudged a bankrupt corporation,
Judge Brown of the United States distriet
court (bankruptey part) today handed down
his decision denying the adjudieation of the
corporiiion. After reviewing the legal steps
which have been taken in connection with
the Harper & Brothers offairs since the
appointment of a receiver in December of
last year, Judge Brown, in his decision,
SAYS:

“The only question presented for decision
iz whether the proceedings instituted for
the dissolution of the corporation and the
appointment of a receiver thereunder con-
atitute an act of bankruptey as charged.”
Continuing, Judge Brown says:

1 think the petition should he at present
denied. The case is one of very great Im-
portance; the property interest involved is=
very large; the administration of it for the
best fnterests of creditors, as shown by pa-
pers submitted, requires very exceptional
care and competency.

“Ninety per cent of the ereditors, to the
amount of .00k, it s stated and not
denfed, approved of the state proceedings
for a dissolution, the appointment of a re-
ceiver and the management of the affairs
under Mr. Harvey in the Interests of the
creditors, a= the best possible course for
their benefit. No Interference with the
present administration of its affairs should
be had by any adfudication in bankruptey
unless it is reasonably certain that wind-
ing up under the state law is an act of
bankruptey under the exisiing law. There
seem= to be much doubt on that noint that
the proper course, I think, Is to deny ad-
judication of bankruptey at this time, leav-
ing it to the petitioning ereditors, if =0 ad-

vised. to present the question 1o the ap-
pellate court upon appeal from this de-
clsion,”
—————
MR. SHELDON'S FIRNT PAPEHR.

SEubscripiion List Kept the Presses
Hunning Till Yoon Today.
TOFPEKA. Kan., March 13, —Th> first fssue
of the Sheldon edition of the Topeka Capital
Went ti pri o¢lock this morning,
twen'y-three minutes earlier than the nsual
time. Mr. Sheldon stayed In the office until
the pross started. and earrled home with

=8 at

him the first copy of the paper. All the
malis were caugh: and the press was kept
running untll about noon today, printing

something over 100,000 copiess The rest of
the edition will he printed in Chicago and
New York, for which matriczs will be sent
daily. The management of the paper says
the mailing Uzt and city circulation now

contiuin 0¥y copies, and that fresh orders
are oo Z by every mail: 25,000 vesterday,
Mr. Sheldon wa= at his desk agaln at !

o clock
1sfe
out
day.

his morning. The pape
s to the rogular su
:» papers have been bought freely to-

—t——y—
SMITH RELEASED FROM JAlL.

Aged Frederick County Farmer
Chorged With Poisoning His Wife,
Fpeeinl Dispatek to The Evering Star,
FREDERICK, Md, March
Smith, aged farmer of Wolfsville,
county, who bas been in jail here since
February 1S charged with poigoning his
wife. Mulinda Smith, was released from
the cuztody of the sheriff last night. Smith
n in jail awaiting the result of an
of the vital organs of the dead
which was conulucted by Prof. Wm.

. Tonry, state chemist
Frof. Tonry reported to State’s Attorney
Worthington that he was not able to find
any trace of poison, except some traces of
opium in the stomach, but this came from
the paregoric administered to check the ex-
ceseive vomiting. A clot of Llood as large
25 a small walnut was found in the bradn.
This was due to & ruptured blood vessel,
When released Bmith wept like a chiid.
He shook hands with all the jail oflicials
and thanked them profusely, saying at the
time that he had dreamed that he would be
set free.

12.—Henry
thils

e
A0 CHAMGE IN CONVENTION DATE.

Democratic  Subeommitiee Satisflied
With Rate to Kansas City.
KANSAS CITY, Mo.. March 15.—After a
sessjion lasting until 1:30 o'clock this morn-
ing, the subcommittee of the democratic
national eommittee met again today at 10
o clock, and resumed the discussion of plans
for the natlonal convention In July. It was
‘decided that when the committee adjourns
Its meeting here, which will llkely not oc-
cur before tomorrow, it would be to some

time in May.

Discussing the subject with the local rall-
road committee, the subcommittee dechied
that it could not change the date for hold-
ing the convention from July 4 without the
consent of the entire committee, and the
opinlon was expressed that no change of
date will be made. The rate submitted by
the railroad committee was passed upon as
satisfactory. The rate Is the same as that
given the republlcan national conventlon at
Philadelphia.

Ex-Gov. Willlam J. Stone, a member of
the committee, when asked by a reporter
regarding the possibility of Benjamin Har-
rison contesting with President McKinley
for the republican nomination, said:

“Thut's all stuff and nonsense. McKinley
will be renominated by acclamation. No
other candidate will even be mentioned.
Then we'll beat him.'”

——————
Paniec in Austria Diet.

BUDAPEST, March 13.—During the ses-
slon today of the lower house of the diet a
man named Stefan Lippert rose in the gal-
lery, called out “Long live Hungary,” creat-
ing a seml-panle, and threw a petition In
the midst of the members asking the em-
peror-king 10 intervene In the South Af-
rican war immediately. He was arrested
and his sanity will be Investigated,

Te Repeal the Hortom Law.
ALBANY, N. Y., March 13.—The house

bill repealing the Horton boxing law ywas
reported favorably to the senate today.

Roland Reed Has Recovered.
NEW YORK, March 1i—Roland" Reed,
the actor, who has been sick for the past
four months in 8t. Luke's Hospital,
been discharged,

has
, and is on the road to full
recovery.

HAS BEEN DECLINED
England’s ];{;;1: the Offer of Our
Bervices,

—

TESNS OF BOERSHAVE BEEN REJECTED

Lord Salisbury’s Response Given to
Mr. White.

VAIN EFFORTS FOR PEACE
e

LONDOXN, March 13.—Thé United States
government, at the request of President
Kruger and President Steyn, has offered Lo
the DBritish government its servicea as moe-
diater., witih the view of bringing about
peace in Boath Africa.

Lord Salisbury has not vel replied, but a
representative of the Associated Fross
learns thal there s little doubt he will de-
cline the 1 'nited States’ good offices. He
will do so, however, in terms as cordial and
polite as these in which the ofier was
couched.

The representatlons made to Great Brit-
ain were so put that they aszumed nothing
of a desire to intervens, but =simply trans-
mitted the communiecations made to United
States Consul Adelbert 8. Hay, at Pre-
toria, with the accompanying assurances
that arnyvthing the State Department conld
do in the interests of peace would be gladiy
undertaken. The well-known aversion of
the British government to any foreicn in-
tervention does not appear to have bheen
arouged, and while Lord BSalisbury will
doubtless sav he |s unabie to comply with
the offer, he will alro probably express his
appreciation of the United States’ efforts in
behalf of humanity.

Voin Efforts for Pence.

The offer of medlation springs from Pre-

toria, where Mr. Hay, with the other con-
suls, subsequent to Presidents Kruger and
Steyn sending thelr peace cablegram 1o
Lord Sn]lslﬁur_\'. were asked to endeavor to
secure the good offices of their respective
governments, apparently with the view of
bringing outside influence to bear upon Lord
Salisbury’s reply to the Boer overtures,
Thes seem to have been frultless, exeept
in the instance of the Unlted States con-
sul, whose representatlons to S8ecrétary Hay
were forwarded wvesterday to the United
States embassy in London, with the In-
struetions outlinedabove, These Mr. White,
the charge d'affairas, personally presented
to Lord Salisbury, who received them cor-
dially but without commitiing himself to
any delinite expression of opinfon.
. « Boer overtures had already been
sswersid to the effect that no propositions
i uding: the retentlon of the republic's
independence conld be conslidered, the pre-
sentution of the Ameri nffer was al-
remdy too late, but the premier, apparently,
deemed it o matter of sufficient importance
tor prut him un record with a4 formal re-
iy, which is now awaited.

in of

England Declines,

6:15 pm—The United States charge (d'uf-
falres, Henry White, saw Lord Salistany
at the foreign office this cvening and pe-
ceived a formal reply from the British zov-
crament, doclining the good officea of the
T nited Siates In regard to peace, It is un-
the reasong of the premic:
with those already cahbled to
d Press,

w wag very brief, the premier
confining himself to a courteous verbal dee-
Hunation, without entering into details,

Discusxed at Cabinet Meeting.

Nearly all of the two hours the cabinel
wis In session today was given to discus-
ston of the terms of peace offerod to Eng-
lund by Presidents Kruger and Steyn of
South Africa. Seeretary Hay briefly re-
viewed the events. These, as near as can
he a rtained today, are that the United
States has transmitted to England o dis-
pateh from  the South African republics
making certain propositions. 1o doing this
the United States shows to England and
the rest of the world that if she could do
&0 she would be glad to see peace establish-
ed in the country now at warfare.

The cabinet discussed the resolution in-
troduced in the Senate by Mr. Allen yes-
Tay calling for Information as to what
1= had been taken to bring about peace
South Africa. It was declded that no
facts on this subject can now be made
public Inasmuchl as they do not properly
Lelong to the nlted Stateg, but to the two
governments engaged in the correspond-
cnoe,

No Statement Made.

I"p to the time the cabinet meeting ad-
Journed no answer had been recelved from
the British government to the representa-
tions made through Mr. Choate touching
the restoration of peace in South Africa,
In view of this fact it was declded by the
ecabinet, upon an explanation of the ease by
Secretary Hay, that it would not be proper
at present to make any statement relathve
to the part Which the United States govern-
ment js taking in the effort to téerminate the
war. Thir course of official reticence is
sald to be dictated by offiefal propriety. It
{5 held that whatever matter {s to be made
public toushing the peace m-gi)l{g:hms must
emanate from one of the prineipals—Great
Hritaln or one of the South African repub-
lles—and the United States being nothing
maore than an intermedlary Is not justified
in disclosing the secrets of the principals,

Not o Medintor.

It is stated again, on the highest author-
{ty, that in Ita present capacity the Unitad
States goverrment s not a “mediator,”
but Is simply a “go-between”—a convenient
channel of communication between two hos-
tiles, wino, having broken off all treaty re-
lutions, are conscquently estopped from -
rect approach, and are obliged to have
recourse to a third party. This i= true, of
course, only as to purely diplomatic ex-
changs. ther: is ancther way, but only
through military channels, whereby the bel-
ligerents may come in direct communica-
tion.

Not a single proposition to serve as a
hasis of a peace agreement helween Great
Britain and the Boer republics was set out
in the communication to Lord Salisbury.
All that was ventured in this firet overture
was an inquiry as to what Great Britain
was likely to demand as the price of stop-
ping the war. To have gone further and
have propossd terms on our own account
might have placed the United States In the
position of an uninvited mediator.

Secretary Hay Suffering With Cold.

Secretary Hay was almost speechless
from a esevere cold today, and when the
cabinet meeting adjourned he was obliged
to go home and go to bed. If any answer
should be received during the next few
hours it will therefore probably be dealt
with directly by the President,

What is Looked For.

There I8 a bellefl In some gquarters here,
founded on our own history, that the
Eritish reply to this overture will be a
polite ref of Presidents Kruger and
Steyn to Lord Roberts as a person fully an-
thorized to make known to them the terms

upon which the Hritish go\'!mmon;h will-
ing to cease hostilities. -

in
of the here that other terms can-
not be made. Although it is doubtful t
peace immediately follow the move-
sl s -

ment in which the United States has taken
so prominent ®& part, that act at least
marks the initiation of the effort to attain
peace, and In a measurable degree makes
ensier the way fof a further and more suc-
cessful attempt. - =

GERMANY WOULD MEDIATE.

Hut First “'Ilm to inow the Terms
powed.

BERLIN, March 18.—11 i3 semi-officlaily
announced that when the Orange Free State
and the Transvaal addressed to a number
of the larger and small states a request for
friendly mediation u:é German government
replled -that it would w!llingly participate
provided the essen ‘conditlon of such

mediation were present, namely, the cer-
tainty that both belligerents Gesired it.

WILL MEET IN CAUCUS

Republican fenators to Oomsider Porto
Rican Problem.

Proposed to Admit Ameriean Goods
Into the Island Free of Duty—

Hope of Agreement.

The republicans of the Benate are more
hopeful than they were yesterday of reach-
ing an agreement by which the Porto Rican
bill can be put through the Senate. A cau-
cug is to be held by the republican senators
Iimmediately after adjournment today. The
proposition will be submitted for adoption
by the caucus to substitute for the tariff
provision of the bill the proposition to ad-
mit American goods free into Porto Rico
and to collect the proposed 15 per cent duty
on Porto Rlcan goods coming into our
ports, the dutles so collected to be for the
use of Porto Rico; and to adopt the civil
government bill with omission of the pro-
vision for a delegate to Congress,

There has been a great deal of beating
back and forth over this question, and it is
still possible that the opposition to such a
compromise may be tenaclous and prevent
a caucus agreement. The senators have
almost worn themselves out with confer-
ences, and should this ecompromise fall
there will be a strong disposition on the
part of some of those supporting it now
to abandon all effort to collect a tariff
from Porto Rico.

It is sald that friends of Mr. Quay will
try to avafl themselves fof the caucus to-
day to have a time a d on for a vote
on the Quay case. There appears no prob-
abllity, however, of this meeting with any
SUuccess,

So far thgre has been no departure from
amicable feellng among senators, and there
Is a noticeable disposition to reconcile all
differences in the interest of party har-
mony. In this desire the Preshdent s
known to join heartily, but he has told
senators who have visited him that he was
equally  anxious that certain principles
should remain inviolate In the settlement.
He urges amorg other things the retention
of the House principle of protection and
the establishment of & eivll government.
—— .

CASLALTIES AMONG THE TROOPS.

Ieaths by Suicihde and From Wounds
Reported by Gem. Otlls,

Gen. (nis today reported to the War De-
partment the following edditional easualties
among the troons In the Philippines:

Deaths by sulcide—FPebruary 27, Daniel
H. Colling, Company F, 17th Regiment, L.
5. Infaniry: March 6, William Parsons,
Company €, 221 1. 8 Infantry; March 9,
while mentally deranged: Secomd Lieut.
Laouis 1. Weber, Company 2, 424 U. 8. Vol-
unteer Infaatiy, Friday, 3 p.m.

IMed from wounds recelved in actlon—
February 23, Friday, 2 am., First Lieut.
BEuattalion Adjutant John B. Galleher, 40th

ment, U. 8§ Infantry; February 5,

i = L. Jones, Company E, 20th U, 8. Vol-
untecr Infantry; March 5 Willlam Boese,
Company H, 46th Infantry, variola; March

+ Lewis Lille, corporal, Company (i, 41st
Infantry; Morch 2, Thomas M. Brooke,
Company H, S6th Infantry; March 5, Wal-
ter 1. Burlingame, Company F, Suth In-
tantry; chronle diarrhoea, March Pink-
ney Flinn, Company &, 497th Infaniry; sub-
seunte diarchocen, March 4, Theodore Shaffer,
Company D, i2d (or 420 Regiment In-
fiontry ;. mnltiple neuyritts, March 4, Wil-
linm Wighimun, scrgeant; Company E, 3d
Infantry; typhoid fever, March 4, Charles
Lee, Company E, 26th Infantry; Henrl O,
ireen, Company G, 1sth Inftantry; March b,
Frank . Ocker, Company B, 6th Infantry;
March 8, Henry Fitzgerald, Company 17,
th Infantry: entercils, March 1, Charles
. Herrick, Battery G, 6th Regiment Ar-
tillery: accidental, Mareh G, William J.
Wood, battery L, 6th Artillery, run over
by truck; March 4, Earl . Ward, corporal,
Company A, Soth Infantry, shot by sentry;
Mirch 8, Albert Knittle, Battery O, Gth Ar-
tillery, fell through hatchway: malartal
fever, March 4, Edgar J. Manning, Com-
piany A, Bth Infantry; dysentery, March €,
Leon W. Wiltshire, Company E, #th In-
fantry; March 9, David A. Ferguson, Traop
I, 4th Cavalry; measles, March 7, Milton L.
Smart, 48th Infantry; appendiecitis, March
10, James Thompson, Company D, 4%5th In-
Tantry.

Lieut. Louis P. Weber, of the 424 Volun-
teer Infantry, whose death by suicide is re-
ported by Gen, Otis, was born in New York
city October 5, 1863, and reslded at 305 Bed-
ford avenue, Brooklyn, at the time of his
appointment 1o the army. During the
Spanish war he served in the 201st New
York Volunteers, first as a second leuten-
ant and afterward as a first lleutenant and
regimental quartermaster. He held the lat-
ter office when the regiment was mustered
cut, April 3, 18M. He was appointed a sec-
ond Heutenant in the 424 Volunteer In-
fantry August 17, 1809, and accomparied
that regiment to the Philipplnes in De-
coember last,

o

IN PORTFTO RICAN PORTS.
——
Vesuels Entered and Cleared Duoring
Ameriean Oc¢cupation.

The War Department gave out for pub-
lication today the folfswing statement of
the number of foreign vessels, their ton-
nage and the flags under which they salled
which entered and cleared at the several
ports of the 1sland of Porto Rico from the
date of American occupation’ until Decem-
ber 31, 1599: a

Vessels cniersd—Americgn, 443; tonnage,
J98,085. Spanish, 254; tohmagE 496,512, Ger-
man, 137; tonnage, 2i4ﬁl nch, 114; ton-
nage, 91,429, British, 204; tofinage, 114,485
Italian, 16; tonnage, 31,900, Norwegian, 24;
tonnage, 14.990. Cuban, 19; tennage, 13,070.
Uaminlcar:é"l'n‘ijm 3 '1 '! Dutch, 17;
tonnage, ‘ uguese, 1: fon
\’enl?:ﬁelan. G; tonnage, 414, mltim : tﬁ“:!
nage, 7. Danish, 9; tonmage, 758.

Vessels clcared—Americgn, ' 3%9; tonnage,
384,171. Spanish, 151; t %‘sm.m. Ger-
man, 131; tonnage, M7, S ch, 114; ton-
nage, 100,578. British, tonnage, 73,753.

Cuban, 16; ton-
16; tonnage, 10,734,

Ttalian, 16; tonnage, 31

nage, 25 875. No t

Danish, %; tonnage, 781. Dutch, 12; tonnage,
634, Dominican, 14: t » 4. Portu-
Ruese, 1; t 485, lan, 6; ton-
nage, 410.

Personai Mention.

Rev. Frederic Doerr, pastor of St. Ste-
phen's Lutheran Cho Wilming|
iz in the city, the
Keim, 2024 15th streeg

Mr. Daniel N. Kt
northwest {s quite il

-

MR. TURNER SPEAKS

e

Denounces Proposzd Tariff on Porto
Rican Goods. '

—

POOR RETURN T0 THE ISLANDERS

Senators Allen and Butler Explain

Position on Silver.

CURRENCY IN THE HOUSE

—_————

In the Senate today Mr. Kean (N. J.) re-
signed from the committee on public lands,
Mr. Thurston (Neb.) from the committee on
rajlroads, Mr. Simon (Ore.) from the com-
mittee on Potomaec river front, Mr. Fosger
(Wash.) from the committee on woman
suffrage and Mr. Wetmore (R. 1.) from the
committee on manufactures.

Prestdent Pro Tem. Frye then appointed
Mr. Bard (Cal.) to the several commlittees
from which senators had resigned, in order
to make committee places for him.

At th2 conclusion of morning busineas
Mr. Allen (Neb.), rising Lo a question of
privilege, said he had been misrepresented
by the Washington correspondent of a New
York paper, who had reported that Mr.
Allen had abandon:d the free coinage of
sllver. Mr. Allen denled the correspond-
ent’'s statements.

“Nothing that I ever said could by any
kind of torture be construed as a lack of
falth in my party platform, which declares
for the free and unlimitzd eoinage of both
gold and silver at a ratio of 16 to 1, he
sald.

Mr. Allen read the colloquy between him-
gelf and Mr. Aldrich, which, he sald, was
the basis of the report concerning him.

“1 want to repeat,” said he, “and I want
the public printer to put thig statement in
bhlack-faced type—that I am a firm believer
and always have heen in the doctrine of the
free and unlimited colnage of gold and a=il-
ver at the ratio of 18 to 1, and I do not be-
Heve in waiting for zny other nation.”

Mr. Allen was procesding with an elabora-
tion of his views when he was interrupted
by Mr. Turner (Wash.), who had yielded
to him, and reminded that it was a *‘per-
sonal stalement” for which he had yielded
and not a specch.

Mr. Allen Immediately gave way, but was
followed by Mr. Butler (N. (), who deslred
to make a personal statement concerning a
gimilar matter,

‘ Mr. Batler's Position.

Mr. Batler said that the report of the enl-
logquy betweon himeself and Mr. Aldrich had
not correctly represented him. This reoort
stated that Mr. Butler evaded a dircet
answer to Mr. Aldrich’'s question as to
whether or not he (Butler) was In favor of
the free and unlimited coinnge of silver at
the ratio of 16 to 1. Mr. Butler then re-
stated his positlon a2< given during the
loquy. but did mot point out wherein he
had been misrepresented.  In closing ke
said he wanted to make the statemoent thot
he was in favor of the free colnage of gald
and silver al o ratlo of T 10 1T BY Thé]

United States, indepenident of any other
nation.
Mr. Aldrich replied briefly., saving that

the Assoclated Press sccount of the eol-
logquy was a4 fair and accorate sitatement
of what occurred. He had asked the North
Carolina senator six or eight times if he
was in favor of the free and unlimited
coinage of sllver at a ratio of 16 to 1 by the
United States alone and had not received
a direct answer. Mr. Aldrich sald he was
glad o get today 2 statement from Mr.
Butler that he was now in faver of such
free coinige,
The Porto Rican Bill.

At the request of Mr. Turner the Parto
Rican tariff and government bill was laid
before the Senate. His speech was a gen-
eral attack upon the policy and provisions
of the measure. He declared that its
enactment would result in the debauchery
of our citizenship or of our Constitution.
He presumed that the minority in Tongress
would be charged with favoring competi-
tion of American working people with the
underfed and underpald labor of Porto
Rico and the Phillppines, but in this con-
nection, he said, it would have to be re-
membered that the minority had opposed
cansistently the acquisition of the isiands.
Even now he belleves the United Stales
ought to let the Filipinos go in peace,

It ougit to be the mission of this country
to give them a start on the road to good
government, and then permit them to pro-
ceed for themselves, reserving such coaling
statlons and harbors as we might need. 1f
the commercial Interests, he said, must
have their pound of flesh, this country
might make such treatles with the Filipi-
nos, affording us such advantage ag thelr
senge of gratitude to the United States
might prompt them to give us.

Foor Retarn to Porto Rico.

Mr. Turner thought the proposition of the
bill to levy tariff on commerce belween
Perto Rico and other portlons of the United
States was a poor return for their ready
acceptance of our institutlons on the part
of the Porto Ricans, and “no amount of su-
gar-coating could disguise its evil smsll or
nauseating taste.”” It was, to his mind, a
desperate assault upon the liberties of the
peaple, and no more preposterous measure
looking to the grant of power to Congress
had ever been presented In either house.

The evident purpose was to break down
the system which had stond the test of 123
years. The bill was clearly unconstitu-
tional and It was repugnant to every utter-
ance of the Supreme Court bearing upan
the subject. It was denounced ag a crime
and as imperious and vainglorious, and Mr.
Turner said he did not believe we coyld
maintain such a system as was propoisad
without its being reflected upon our own
institutlons. He feared, indeed, that it was
one of those innovatlons against which the
fathers had warned the American people,
and he considered it wise to stop and con-
sider where we were dgifting.

Supreme Court Quoted.

He did not agree with Mr. Foraker that
we have “passed the law book stage,” and
he quoted numerous decisions of the Su-
preme Court to sustain his position, which
was that the Constitution must apply
equally to all portlons of the territory of
the United States, and that there could
properly be no discrimination In favor of
one scction In the matter of taxatlon or
otherwise in the Interest of another section.

THE HOUSE,

At the opening of the session- of the
House today the followlng bills were
passed:

To establish a light and fog signal at the
southern entrance of the new breakwater
at Buffalo, N. Y., and for the relief of the
heirs of Phillp McCfusky and John Hogah
of Mobile, Ala.

paper interview that the Porto Rican bill
was an “‘oytrage and a robbery.”

e — ]

chises. The establishment of the gold
standard into law was st_.}ll it= all important
and essential feature. his law would, he
sald, become the foundation of the business
prusperity of the country,

“Has the Becretary of the Treasury the
power to redeem a sllver dollar in gold
under the amalgamated bill?" asked Mr.
Shafroth (Col.).

“He has not,” replied Mr. Overstreet,
“and he did not have the power under the
original House bill."

“Under this bill will private obligations
be made payable in gald?” inguired Mr,
Buodgrass (Tenn.).

“Under section 2 of the original House
bill,” replied Mr. Overstreet, “public and
private debis were mace conformable to the
Eold standard. That section is omitted from
the report; first, because it ix a question
in law whether it would not be retroactive,
and, second, because having fixed the gold
standard and recognized it by converting
all public obligations into gold obligations
there will be no necessity to legislute con-
cerning private obligations, as they will
Invariably reflect the character of govern-
ment obligations.*

Mr. Willlams (11L.) asked whether it would
not be Impossible in case an international
bimetallic agreement was reached to es.
cape paying the refunded thirty-year 2 per
cent gold bonds in gold, and such being the
case whether the blll could be considersd
-?lﬂ encouragement to international bimetal-
sm.

Effect on International Bimetallism.

“The bonds could only be pald in gold.”
responded Mr. Overstrect. *“This  bill
holds out not the slightest hope of inter-
national bimetallism under present condi-
tions, 1 say frankly that this bill will make
it practically and absolutely impossible ever
to have international bimetallism at the
riatio of 16 to 1. (Applaus:)

Mr. McRae (Ark.) followed Mr. Overstreet
with a general argument iu opposition to
the principles embodied in the hill. It was,
he explained, a speech prepared by him for
delivery during the consideration of the
original bill. He was prevented from ie-
livering it at that time, owing to a severe
illness,

Mr. Lewis (Ga.) also spoke against the
conference report, particularly agiainst the
imposition of the gold standard, the arbi-
trary authority given the Secretary of the
Treasury to sell the bonds and maintain
the gold standard and the funding of the
national debt.

Mr. Fitzgerald (Mass) spoke of the fre-
quency of national bank fallures and cited
those recently occurring in Boston.

He dw:It partlcularly on the condition of
affairs In the Globe National Bank and
asked what protection people had when the
government bank examiner pronounced the
institution all right at the time the Irregu-
larities w=2re going on.

Mr. Hill of Connecticut supported the con-
ference report In a carefully prepured
speech setting forth the present financial
conditions and the relief to b: expected
from the bill.

A SPIRITED CONTROVERSY.

Dispute in Committee Over Idaho Min-
ing Inguiry.

There was a spirited controv:rsy at the
outset of the Coeur d'Alene investigation
today, when Representative Lentz called
attention to telegrams given out by th>
War Department in which capltalists asked
for protection to their Interests in the min-
ing country. He sald that in view of theso
publications the committes ought to have
th: affidavits presented by Senators Coarter
and Heitfeld to the President, in which
prominent officers of the mining and labor
-Organizations stated that martial law was
unnecessary In the Coeur d'Alene disirict.

The committee finally went into ex>cutive
segslon on Mr. Len'z's proposition and de-
cided not to ecall on the President for the
aflidavits.

At the open hearing the cross-examina-
tion of L. J. Simpkins develop=d many addi-
Uonal incidente of the disorder, but in the
main the witness held to the recital given
on his direct examination.

A HALL OF RECORDS SITE,

Bill Introduced for the Acquisition of
Square 229,

Mr. Teller has introduced In the Scnsate,
by request, a bill to authorize the acguisi-
tion of =quare 23, bounded by Ohlo avenue,
14th, 15th and C streets, as a site for a hall
of records. This square contains 42617
square feet of ground, for the purc » of
which $275,000 s appropriated by the bill
This square faces 164 foet on Ohlo avenue,
110 feet on 14th street and S0 feet on O
street. The hill recites that besides the
smaller buildings on this square 1s the Cy-
clorama  building and annex, containing
over O cuble feet of space, suitable for

the immediate storage of government rec-
ords.

THE REFORM SCHOOL.

Amendments to the Incorporating Act
Proposed.

Mr. McMillan introduced in the Senute
today a bill to amend the act incorporating
the reform school for girls of the District
of Columbia. It provides for the following
ameéndments;

“That seid board of trustees shall have
authority to appoint such officers, agents,
teachers and other employes as may be
necessary, and fix the rate of compensation
of the same, subject to the approval of the
Attorney General.”

The board of trustees is also authorized
to make all rules, &c., for the government
of the Institution. The board is glven
power to transfer temporarily to the work-
house of the District for a period not ex-
cecding six months any inmate of the
school who is over the age of elghteen
years, but has not reached the age of twen-
ly-one years, whom they may deem defi-
nitely eriminal or incapable of reform so as
to endanger the discipline or morality of
the school, or in case such girl has been
committed to the school upon an order of
court the board of trustees may, in their
discretion, redeliver her to said court for
such other dlsposition as the court may
think proper.

The trusteeg now report to the Commis-
sioners instead of to the Attorney General.
One object of the bill is to reduce from
eighteen to sixten years the statutory age
limit for admission to the school, on the
ground that the criminal character of
a woman often becomes indelible befure
the age of elghteen years is reached.

REAR ADMIRAL HEMPFF ACCEPTS.

Will Be Second in Command on the
Asiatic Station.

Rear Admiral Kempff, at present com-
mandant of the Mare Island navy wyard,
today telegraphed the Navy Department his
acceptance of the offer of second in com-
mand on the Aslatic station. As a matter
of fact, Rear Admiral Kempfl's command
will very nearly approach an Independent
station. Rear Admiral Remey, the nominal
commandant of-the entire naval force on
the Asfatic station, is expected to remain
in the Phillppines, while Rear Admiral

Kempff will have a separale squadron
crulsing on the Chi and J
Ccoasts.

The re-establishment of the foree on the
China station may be a significant fact in
view of the repeated hints from European
sources of hostllitles en so large a scale
that they threaten to Involve Asia.

To Take Supplies to Porto Rice.
The transport Kllpatrick will leave New
York tomorrow for Ban Juan, Porto Rico,
with supplies.for the suffering poor in the
island. She will bring baek o squadron of
the Hth Cavalry on her return trip.

nm;m-—u-r.
- Ray Bpear of Spokane, Wash., has been
an _assistant paymaster In the

navy.

RIVERS ON RAMPAGE
Serious Fioo;_ Pl:evailing in Nortfiern
Part of Illinois,

VALUABLE PROPERTY DESTROYED

e ———

Three Hundred Families Take to

Hills at Havana.

ey "
TRAINS LATE AT VANCOUVER
———
CHICAGO. March 18 —Reports received

here today show that serious floods are pre- !
valllng in the northern portion of Iilinols
by the overflowing of the [Hinols, Des
Plalnes, Fox. 8angamon and Kankakee riv-
ere. Much live stock and property have al-
ready been destroved.

At La Salle the lilinols river and tribue
tary streams are now fourteen feet above
normal height and still rising. Not since
1802 has there been so much water in that |
vicinity, and if the rivers continue to rlse
during the next twenty-four hours the '
damage to property will be enormous. One
pump at the water works Is already shut
down, the engineers are working in swenty [
Inches of water, and Buperintendent
Walker says that one foot more of water |
will mean the stoppage of the entire plaut, |
thus placing the city in jeopardy from firs. i
The fires In the engine room of the Dickin- |
son cement works were extingulished and
the kline flooded. Willlam Chapin and fam-
1ly were driven from their home, and water *
stands a foot deep on the floors of the sum-=*
mer collages,

Basements Flooded in Peru.

At Peru Water street is flooded and store
basements are filled with water, doing much
damage to merchants’ reserve stocks. Fears'
are entertained that the fires of the big - §
nols Zinc Company's works may be reached
by the rapidly rising water, which already
covers parts of the company’s premises,

General Manager W. B. Brinton has tuken
every precaution against the lnundation of
the Peru plow works. If the water should
rize two feet higher 500 workmen at that
factory will be thrown out of employment.

At Peorla the Illinole river 18 out of ita
banks and is doing conslderable damage
along the valley. It is stlll rising. This
usually staid stream has risen more than !
two feet in the last six hours, mostly caused |
by the rapidly me!ting snows of the last
few days. Today the floating ice formed a
gorge, backing up the water to such an
extent that familes living along the river
banks were in danger of their lives wod
some property was destroyed,

At Havana the Herget levee, on the San-
gaimon river. broke last night, compelling
300 familles to flee to higher ground. Much
stock has been lost,

Family on an Ice Floe.

A family living on an island at the Junc-
tion of the Kankukee and Des Plalnes riv-
ere had a narrow escape. An flee gurge
formed above the Island and broke. The re-

lensed waters submerged the entire isiand
and the family found refuge on o large
cake of ice and were carried several miles
down stream before belng rescued, Tho
house and all the stock were destroyvod,

At Pontiae the Vermillion river is higher
than it has been for the last twenty VEArs.
Several negro families had a narrow es-
cape from drowning and were compelled lo
‘cave thelr residences for safety.

FLOODS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Ao Trains Have Reached Vancouver
Since Laxt Sunday.
VANCOUVER. B. C., March 11.—No over-
Iand train has arrived here since Sunday,
all traffic being suspended by mud and
snow slides in the interior. Heasy snow
tlides are reported from the Selkirk moun-
talns, carrving down trees andg,lmmenss
rocks, sweeping away the cut bank trues
bridge, 150 feet long, between Bear creek

and Six Mile creek.

From Bandon comes the news of an even
more serious dizaster, A landslide demol-
ished slx houses in the lower part of the
town, burying ane of the tenants, Wm.
McLeod, beneath the mass of debris, which
crushed the bhouses as if they had been
ecgg shells. T & other occupants of tha
dwelling were seriously Injured, and half &
dozen s=ustained lesser inluries.

Delayved overland passengers will go
through today. transferring around the
break in the Hne.

—
WILLING TO GHANT MORE TIME.

French Goveroment's Attitnde Ree
garding New Commercial Treaty.
PARIS, March 13.—The French govern-
ment has not vet received a reques: from
Washington to extend the tlme for the ratl-
fication of the commercial treaty, but it is
willing that more time shall be takem 1f
America wishes it

A representatlive of the Associated Press
was nformed by the forelgn offiee that
France fully appreciated the Senate's com-
plate freedom of action, and did net
gee In the proposed reference of the
treaty to the finance committee any step
inimieal to lis prospects. On the contrary,
the French government was confident that
the same good will would be shown In ths
finance as in the foreign relations commit-
tee. Meanwhile, however, no action would
be taken here because little doubt Is felg
that the treaty can be ratified in Paris In
time if its ratification Is assured in Washe
ington.

e
MAYOR HAYES SUMMONED.

Maryinnd Legislatare Appoints Com-
mittee to Investigate Charges.
Special Dispateh to The Evoning Siar,

STATE HOUSE, Annapolis, Md.. March
13.—Mayor Hayes of Baltimore, having de-
liberately charged that a corrupt lobby is
operating at the state house to prevent
legislation favorable to the city, the houss
of delegates today directed the sergeant-at-
arms to supumon Mr. Hayes to appear here
tomorrow to tell all he knows to a commit-
tes which has been aprointed to investl-
gate the charges.

The charges made by the mayor have
aroused great indignation among the mem-
bers, who say that he must either prove
what he has said or retract it before the
bar of the house. All sorts of report=s have
been current here during the past few days
about corruption in regard to the telephone
bill and the measure 1o reduce the price of
gas in Baltimore to $1 per thousand feet.
Accusations of attempted bribery have
been rife among the members, and the lead-
ing men in both houses say that they In-
tend to have the whole business investi-
gated, and if any one Is guilty swift pun-
ishment will fellow. Up to the present time

750 bills have been introd L

—e—-—

Cuba’s Exhihits in Parix.
KEW YORK, March 13.—Cuba’s exhibits
for the Paria exposition reached this clity
today on board the United Stales transport




